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Constitution Day 
September 8, 2010 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for Constitution Day! This 
year’s celebration is being held in the Russell Union Commons on 
September 16th from 1-3. After an introduction and welcome at 1 p m, the 
GSU Idol will perform the National Anthem, to be followed by a group 
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and the Preamble to the 
Constitution. We will have a student and faculty speaker on th e topic of 
“Your Vote Counts.” Dr. Debra Sabia, Professor of Political Science, 
will provide an intriguing perspective on voting, why it matters, and 
the electoral process. This will not be the usual call to vote, folks! 
The abstract of Dr. Sabia’s speech follows, to entice you to attend next 
week’s event. 
“We the People…is the single most important part of the 
Constitution. The reason is simple: It announces the poi nt of the 
entire enterprise”. Stanford Levinson 
“The painful struggle for the right to vote has always been based on the 
belief that voting matters. The conventional wisdom is that voting 
exercises influence over the laws and public policies that our 
representatives produce. Utilizing an Elite Theory perspectiv e, I will 
argue otherwise. 
In the United States elections are largely symbolic. Elections provide 
citizens with a sense of inclusiveness in the political process which in 
turn contributes to the legitimacy of our political system but elections 
do little else. For one, candidates seldom offer the American people 
clear policy choices, nor are candidates bound by the campaign pled ges 
they make to us. The late historian, Howard Zinn (1922-2010), has argue d 
that if nothing else, U. S. history should remind us that government 
responds to the will of the people only when it is forced to do so by 
direct action. Despite this dismal reality I will spend time talking 
about why voting matters and what it can more realistically acco mplish. 
In addition to the subject of voting I will also talk about the 
electoral process. Democratic theory holds that democrac ies should 
represent the will of the people. But, exactly how is that will to be 
determined? In this discussion I will argue that the common good can be 
determined by electing ordinary citizens to public office. The problem, 
of course, is that in the United States it is increasingly impossible 
for ordinary citizens to run against billionaires. The rest of my 
lecture will discuss what Americans can do to address the ser ious 
deficiencies of the American electoral process.” 
There will be a student group-sponsored voter registration drive going 
on until 3 pm, and we will have a drawing for door prizes. The first 150 
attendees will receive their own Pocket Guide to the Constitution, 
provided by Congressman John Barrow. Watch the George-Anne for a 
Constitution Day crossword puzzle, coming soon! 
Lori Lester 
Governmen t Documents Librarian 
Posted in Archive, Events and Exhibits, Government Documents, Resources and Services 
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Share: 
New GALILEO Video Database: Films on Demand 
September 8, 2010 
Dear GALILEO Users, 
Films on Demand is now available via GALILEO for all University System of Georgia institutions and 
Augusta 
Technical College. 
Films on Demand consists of 7,000 video titles (77,000 segments) in Humanities & Social Sciences, 
Business & 
Economics, Health, and Science. Also included is the new collection of United Newsreels which includes 
an 
additional 260 titles (1,250 segments). 
The GALILEO Express Link for this database is: http://www.galileo.usg.edu/express?link=zfod 
GALILEO News and GALILEO Status Announcements are also posted to the GALILEO homepage. RSS 
Feeds 
of all news items and status announcements are available. Please consider subscribing to these feeds here: 
GALILEO Status: h_p://status.galileo.usg.edu/site/feed/ 
GALILEO News: h_p://about.galileo.usg.edu/news/feed/ 
If you have any ques_ons about Films on Demand, or if you experience any issues with access, please 
contact GALILEO 
Support Services via our contact us form h_p://www.galileo.usg.edu/contact 
Thanks, 
Ka_e 
~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Ka_e Gohn 
GALILEO Su pport Services 
Ka_e.Gohn@usg.edu |ww w.galileo.usg.edu 
1-888-875-3697 
Are You a Fan of GALILEO? http://about.galileo.usg.edu/news/entry/galileo_needs_you/ 
Posted in Archive, GALILEO, Resources and Services 
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